FOREST CROWNED AS TT CHAMPS
Forest School, Horsham won the first ever North Sussex Secondary Schools Table Tennis Championships recently held at Holy Trinity School in Crawley. They edged out Tanbridge House School into second place by accumulating 165 team points, five points more than their local rival.

A total of seven schools and 66 youngsters entered the event which was open to school years 7, 8 and 9 (11-14 year olds) and which employed an 18 table set-up. The players were organised into four ability bands A to D and as well as trying to win individual honours their positions translated into points towards a school team total.

Tejas Padalkar was Forest’s trump card in Band A and he did not disappoint, the Sussex cadet player winning all his matches. Runner-up George Murrell (Tanbridge) provided stiff resistance though, taking a set off the champion and also seeing off second favourite Sam Egan (Holy Trinity) 3-1. Rebecca Mann from Sackville School, East Grinstead was top girl on the day achieving sixth in the A band.
Forest’s biggest points supply came from Band B where Joe Smallwood and Lewis Harris-Manley took gold and silver respectively. Josh Biggs (Holy Trinity) was third and it was notable that the only thing splitting the top three was sets difference, after they all ended up with the same number of wins in the final group.

In Band C Ryan Downward (Holy Trinity) made full use of home advantage to break the Horsham monopoly on the medal positions by winning it. Forest’s Alex Malins took runners-up spot by squeezing out teammate Martin Cranfield, although neither of these players were able to contribute to their team’s total as they were pre-selected as non-scoring due to Forest bringing 12 players, two over the maximum 10 allowed to be scoring.
Crawley schools Hazelwick and Thomas Bennett made Band D effectively a local derby between the two. Hazelwick’s Dominic Henry demonstrated some flashes of real talent on his way to taking gold. Jerome Johnston (Thomas Bennett) won silver and Shaun Parry (Hazelwick) third place.

Event organiser, Ian Ford, was delighted with the success of the event, saying “It was great to see so many youngsters enjoying themselves. Behaviour was excellent and I think some of the teachers and parents present were surprised by the high standards players in the area are starting to attain.”  
