FOREST FIRE
Forest School, Horsham affirmed its growing reputation in the Sussex table tennis community, by taking the overall team honours in both the under 13 and under 16 age categories at the recent North Sussex Schools Table Tennis Championships.

Matt Van Yperen and Tejas Padalkar were Forest’s standard-bearers coming out as winners of the top bands of the U13 and U16’s respectively. Harry Maynard’s star is also rising, demonstrated by his runners-up spot behind Van Yperen. Padalkar only dropped two sets all afternoon and with two more years left in his age band he is likely to remain the player to beat in the area for some time.
Commendable as Forest’s performance was they will only go forward to represent the area in further English Schools table tennis competition at U13 level as at U16s local rivals Tanbridge House School accumulated more points with their top four players, the number of players required for the representative teams. Well done to Tanbridge’s Dan Pound, Eric Van Mol, George Murrell and Luke Bennett for their achievement.

It was encouraging to see a number of girls playing in the Championships in a sport which is definitely calling out for more of them. Warden Park earned the right to go forward as the U13 representative team and well done to Clare Owen for winning the girls event. She certainly earned it, going to fifth set deciders in four of her five matches. 
In the U16 event the girls to their credit mixed in with the boys event. Becky Mann earned a creditable 10th place in the U16 Band A and Holy Trinity School’s quartet of Carys Dunn, Gemma Williams, Clare Ward and Rachel Halliday will have the option to go forward and ‘mix it’ with female opponents at the next level up.
As well as seeing their younger girls team do well Warden Park will have been delighted by the gutsy showing of Mike Bridger coming through to win a tough U16 Band B event, with a 13-11 deciding set win over Oli Kyndt from St Paul’s College. 

Holy Trinity’s manager Joe Comper was delighted by the showing of his players on home ground. Alex Broadley, Joe Fox and Chris Richards all won their C bands to provide important contributions to their school’s impressive overall team scores in both age groups. Comper has only just started after-school coaching; with excellent TT facilities at his disposal Holy Trinity could become a force to be reckoned with in the coming years.
Sackville and Imberhorne schools both represented East Grinstead in good style. Sackville’s lack of player numbers limited its impact in the overall standings but what it lacked in quantity it made up in quality, particularly in the U16 representative stakes where second place was achieved. Brett Dawson excelled for them in winning the U13 Band B. Imberhorne brought a relatively young team which may have more to say in future years’ honours chases. For now they can be content to have seen Jacob Allonby win one of the U16 Band B events.
St Paul’s also suffered on the quantity front but from the players they did bring it was evident that they are not just dependent on the experience of their established county players, Dan Barna and Mike Rutherford.

All in all a total of102 players took part in the two events. All the youngsters showed fantastic enthusiasm and sportsmanship in representing their schools. It was the first time that Holy Trinity’s Ball Hall had had all of its new 16 tables in action at the same time and as such provided a great local showcase for the sport. Photos of the event are available to view on the ‘schools’ section of the www.sussextta.co.uk website.
HONOURS BOARD

	U13
	BAND A
	BAND B
	BAND C1
	BAND C2
	GIRLS

	Winner
	Matt Van Yperen (For)
	Brett Dawson (Sack)
	Alex Broadley (HT)
	Joe Fox (HT)
	Clare Owen (WP)

	Runner-up
	Harry Maynard (For)
	David King (Tan)
	Matty Cepowicz (For)
	Tom Brook (For)
	Hannah Lehkji (WP)

	Overall team award winner = Forest
Overall team award winner = Holy Trinity
	Boys representative team winner = Forest

Boys representative team winner = Tanbridge
	Girls representative team winner = Warden Park


	U16
	BAND A
	BAND B
	BAND C1
	BAND C2
	

	Winner
	Tejas Padalkar (For)
	Mike Bridger (WP)
	Jacob Allonby (Imber)
	Chris Richards (HT)
	

	Runner-up
	Dan Barna (St P’s)
	Oliver Kyndt (St P’s)
	Bruce Pemberton-Billing (WP)
	Alex Taylor (Imber)
	

	Overall team award winner = Forest
Overall team award winner = Sackville
	Boys representative team winner = Tanbridge
Boys representative team winner = Sackville
	Girls representative team winner = Holy Trinity


Anyone interested in finding out more about junior and adult table tennis opportunities in the North Sussex area should contact Ian Ford (Sussex County TT Devt Officer) on 07764-146338 or Ian.ford@horsham.gov.uk . Alternatively visit the Sussex Table Tennis Alliance website www.sussextta.co.uk 
